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THE WHISPER OF PEACE-WHY PRESENT HOPES SEEM VAIN
A Survey of the Problems
Which Remain Harriers

to a Settlement.

By FRANK H. SIMONDS,
.Author of "The Great War."

It is '.he settled eomrictloa of almost

every ebeerreT of the war, both in neutral
end belligerent countries, that some time

within the next few weeks a definite and

serious effort will he mad«* to brine the

Gnat For many the
arrival of the R I Constantinople,
the successful termination of the fpeeat
German drive to tlie Bosporus, has been

regarded as an appropriate occasion for

a proposal made by a victorious Emperor
at the close of his most spectacular and,
in a military sense, his most successful
campaign,«,
What terms will triumphant Germany

offer to her foes, defeated so far. but still

unconquered, and still both financially and

from the military point of view able to

continue the war? Will German diplo¬
mat*, like the Japanese in the Ports¬

mouth Conference, be prepared to claim

all, but arrive instructed, as the Japanese
repr« were, to make peace on

any possible terms? In other words, how
does Germany now desire peace?

This is the determining question, and

this question cannot be answered in ad-

I possible, however, to review the

major problème that must be considered
IM who are t<> decide fur peace or

ar and eatio ate the concessions that

will upon by the various c««m

B - re the handicaps and bar-

that, ¡liter sixteen months, still lie

¡a the way of a settlement. .Personally
I do not believe peace can be made this

r or next Mimnier, but 1 share the

. view that an attempt to make

I will shortly r>e made, and I purpcrc,
in this article t-» discuss some of the,

that will come with for-'
. rmal peace negotiations.

Belgium.

-*. of all, there is no mistaking the

fact that neither France nor Great Brit¬

ain will to-day make peace or discufs

peace until they are assured that the

evacua'.i««n oí Belgian by the Germane is

to be the first article of the treaty. The
debt of honor which France and England
owe B-lgima la alone sufficient to compel
these nations to continue to light for rhe

deliverance of the country of King Albert

from the invader .til they are utterly
eriiausted.
But the debt of honor is not the sole

concern. Great Britain fought Napoleon
for ten bitter years because the possession
of Antwerp and the Belgian coast by the

French Emperor was a standing menace

to British existence, "a pistol aimed at

the heart of England." In a century the

steamboat and the Zeppelin, to nay noth¬

ing of the submarine, have made the

el a far less considerable barrier

than it was in Napoleon's time. England
must preserve a neutral Belgium, if she

is to live herself.
As for France, the violation of Belgium

by Germany is final proof that the short¬

est road and the best road from Berlin
to Par.- runs through Brussels. With

Germany seated along the French fron¬
tier from the Channel to the Ardennes,
France would be completely at the mercy
of Germany for all time and France

would sink to a second-rate power and

«-«come, in fact, a mere Teutonic vassal.
For Frar.ce and for England, then, the

freedom of Belgium is a question of life
or death, and peace is impossible until

free or they are conquered.

Indemnities..

¦ ,"sry must be placed
«.f Northern France. Unlasi

il willing to retire from

«..WJ inch of French territory occu-

_era ran be no peace now, because
'. is t.'A yet conquered, ¡Ml even

in any decisive fashion, and it is
. «-ce«**ary to recall the French fight

in Y<!\ to be assured that only after
nquert will France surrender

mm} own territory.
A** thai Germany will

»«Tree to evacMtl Frarv«. and Belgium,
.~'l Rhe be a},;-, ty, exact a huge indemnity
***. the prie« of r,_ch a withdrawal? This
«*. what the Germans have expert**! all
'l°T1lf. «.nd the Germai, Minister of
.riant*«» ha», publicly forenhadowwj auch

" -".'J'tion ax a part of CerrnanyV terrra.
¡t is well tr, eonatte what this

*wld --**-*- All tk* Ifjmaasaam «-tates
.*.¦'« been forced to make terrific « x-

^dlture, |n th4 ««any,
". Proportion to her resources, has epentj

, *»
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more than any other comhatant. W
.she now ahle to make her enemies *

her expenses she would he saved fr

all the greater pangs that follow w

she would easily and promptly outst

all her enemies commercially, and tl
would, in fact, be reduced to the est;

of slaves laboring to pay the Gem

indemnity.
France Will Not Pay.

Nothing, is more certain than that n

thi r Greet Britain nor France, as t

situation now stands, will consent to p

Germany a pound or a franc. It woi

amount to a tribute, it would be a cont

bution to Germany's future prosperi
and it would be a handicap to their coi

mercial future. If Germany Insists

tribute, both Franco and Great Brita

aro certain to elect to continuo the wa

rather than to pay Germany money, a-

all the nations will proceed to man

with even step toward ths» financial e:

haustion which must come with an indel

nit« protraction of the war.

I am satisfied tnat the evacuation <

Belgium and France, as well as Luxcn

burg, art» conditions essential to peat

But the British on their side, with Frene

assent, have insisted that Bel-rium mu<

r.e reimbursed by Germany for her -"rea

losses. Here, again, is a condition wh:c

only a conqueror can Impose, and Franc

ami Kngland are not conquerors. As fo

Belgium, would she prefer a year or tw

more of starvation and paralysis on the of

chance of a German indemnity at the end

Is there any doubt? Probably, if indem

rity were the only thing and Belgium wen

permitted to decide, she would take peace
and German evacuation and let the indem

nity go.
Few writers nave German l>e!ieve that

indemnities will play any considerable
part in any treaty of pence, and few be¬

lieve that the states of Europe will he

in condition to pay indemnities when

the war in over. But certainly pOMO now

will ".lave to bo without ind.-mnities on

¡cither side.

Next to the liberation of Belgiurr
¡every Frenchman l"<>ks forward to th
liberation of the "Lost Provinces," a tin

fraction of which are now reunited I
France. Will France now insist thi
there can be no peace before» these pro\
inces are receded? If she does, Gei

many is bound to break off negotiation:
because Germany is still the victor, an

victors do not give up their own territnr
for peace.

Alsace-Lorraine.
It is just conceivable that Germa

statesmanship might consider the retro

cession of Metz and the little strip o

Lorraine inhabited by F*"*nch-spe-ik;n
people if F>ance, on her side, were equal
ly ready to renounce forever the go-ipt»
of reianc*!«* and accept the decision o

the Treaty of Frankfort otherwise, tak

ig French territory in Africa as a quit
¡>ro quo. But this is wholly unlikely ir

the present temper and condition of Ger

many.
As for the F*rench, there is no mistak

ing the fact that a majority of French
men believe that Germany is airead)
beaten and that the war, however long
!can now have but one end. It is conceiv
able that they might consent to rnaki
peace on the terms that Germany mighl
offer.evacuation of Belgium and France
with no indemnity. It is just n shade
more likely that if Metz and Thionville
were thrown in France would lay dowr.
her arms. I do not believe it, but most Ger¬
mans do. At all events, there is certainly
no German necessity or readiness at the

present moment to return the provinces
won in 187'h

The Trentino and Trieste.

On what terms would Italy make peace?
Manifestly she has not yet won Trieste or

the Trentino. Her minor successes so far
Ir ave her still fnr from the realization of

the dream that carri«-d the arms of Savoy
up the Adige Valley to Botzen, annexed
(ii.ri/.ia, Trieste and the Istrian Peninsula,
'and then swept »«»uth, gathering in Dal-

matia, the Adriatic islands and the ch
ti'» Albania.
Before the arar Austria offered I'h

the Trentino, without Botzen, and tl

Gorfada district along the Isonzo, togethi
with n few islands in the Adriatic and A

bénie. Italy preferred to take her ch-uu
of winning Trieste by battle. She hi

failed, and since there is no present pro

poet of success, would «he now take wh¡
vas offered at the outset"
The situation in the Balkan*» would e:

,crcise a decisive influence upon Italiana'
tion, for if Austria means to annex Scrbi

and Montenegro, if Bulgaria and Greet
are thus to become Austro-Gorman fOSSal
and Turkey s Teutonic colony, then th

Italian dream of reviving the empire o

Venice vanishes and Italy's safety is im

perilled.
Italian Deiertion Unlikely.

It is hardly likely that Italy would de

.srt her new allies to make peace on an;

terms that did not include Trieste. Igtrfl
Sod Palmatia, but Italy would not be abb

to force her allies to continue the war i

they were prepared to make peace an<

could obtain for her the Trentine prov

ince, which is absolutely essential to hei

safety, and perhaps in addition the Al¬

banian protectorate, which would give hei

something approximating the supremacy
of the Adriatic.

But if Germany persuaded Austria to

cede the Trentine region, this is the extent

of the concessions the Germans would now

be willing to se«- made, for Trieste is the

port not alone of Austria but of the

greater (lermany of Berlin dreams. It

will be remembered that in all talk of

peace so far Berlin has never even taken

the trouble to sugge-t any concession to

Italy. Aside from the Trentino, there is

nothing in the present situation to indi¬

cate that Italy can hope for any reward
for her efforts if peace comes this winter.

As to Russian concessions, all German

discussions of peace have insisted upon

the freedom of Poland, of all of Russian

Poland, with the suggestion that Austrian
Poland and perhaps a tiny bit.thin last

highly problematical.of Prussian Polan
would be erected into a state administer«

by Germany and Austria jointly. In a

dation it has been foreshadowed that Ge

many SXpeetS to annex the Courland ar

.'. portion of Lithuania.
Poland.

The real question is, of course, Polan
For Germany, a Poland under Teuton

guidance would be a buffer state again:
Russia. The Slavs would be divided, Pai

Slavism abolished. Poland would be

splendid Held for German economic e:

ploitetion; would supply army corps fc

the Au.-tro-German armies; would be

colony, not in Africa, but in Europe.
Tu such a condition Russia would hardl

consent now, if the situation in the Sla

empire il correctly reported. It is con

ceivahle that Russia, having promised Po
land autonomy, would consent to a reall;
independent Poland, reconstructed by mut

ual sacrifices of Austria, Prussia and Rus

.1. by an undoing of the work of Fred
Brick the Great. In return she might bi

paid by the eastern half of Galicia, peo
pled by Russians, if Austria would con

sent to such a sacrifice and take her paj
in Serbia.
Yet there is small reason to believe

either Austria or Germany would now con¬

sent to retire from Poland and give com¬

plete freedom to this state. As for the
Courland, Russia will not give that up

until she has been thoroughly heaten.

Germany, now occupying most of it, will
! ardly retire, unless, in fact, her desire
for peace passes all present belief. But if

peace in the East is possible on any terms,

it is hard to see how these can be other
than the complete emancipation of Poland
and the guarantee by all three of its neigh¬
bors that it shall be independent.

The Balkan».

There remains now the question which
is most important. It is conceivable that

Germany will consent to retire from

France and Belgium, ahandoa the hope of

an indemnity, and even agree to the erec¬

tion of an independent Po.'and and the

cession by Austria of the Trentine regi«
ts*. Italy. These things, although unlik
ly, are conceivable, but they are only co

ceivable if in return Germany obtains f«
herself and for Austria a free hand frc
the Danube to the .-Etrean and from tl
Adriatic to the Golden Horn.

Unquestionably Germany and Austr
will insist in any offers for peace they no

make that Serbia shall be put under Au
I ¡hu control, that Germany shall be pe
tr.itted a free hand in the Turkish Empb
.in other words, that the two Centr:
Empires shall be permitted to extend the
political and commercial control to tl
Golden Horn and thence through Asi
Minor to the valley of the Euphrates an

the Straits of Suez. This is the Germa
"place in the sun," long sought, now prac
ticaJly conquered, and the real prize tha

Germany hope, to win in the war.

French Future in Africa.

Now, such a success means little t<

France, whose future lies in North Africa

not in Western Asia and in the western,

not the eastern, Mediterranean. But for

Russia it would bring the end of the long
cherished ambition to possess Constant!

nople; it would mean the renunciation of

ej_ influence in the Balkans; it would en¬

tail the sacrifice of Serbia and of Bul¬

garia, momentarily outside the Slav fold,
I ut still regarded as a Russian ward.

For the Czar, it would mean that Teu-

ts nie influence would henceforth be seated

at the outlets of the Russian Empire, hold-

in*, the gates of the Black and the Baltic

seas, pressing the land frontier of the Cau¬
casus and reaching eastward into Persia.
It would necessitate a surrender of all
tbat Slavdom has hoped and worked and

fought for during the centurie.; from Peter
to the present Nicholas.

Such a concession, such a surrender,
such an abdication Slavdom might make if
it were exhausted, beaten to the knees, if
the Hohenzollern were in Mo-cow and
Petrograd ins'«mi of Warsaw an«l Vilna.
But no such concession seems now pos¬
sible, and it is the absolute minimum of

The Questions of Belgium,
«\lsace Lorraine, Po and

and the Ba.kans.

(Copyright. 191 5,
By The New York Tribune.)

any German terms of peace which would
not compel the Kaiser to go back to his

I empty handed after the terrible
C millet, and confess that for their sacri-

. ten» was nothing to show but sterile
military triumphs and the conquest of
provinces that had be.n retroceded to ob¬
tain peace.

What of Britain?

Yet, If it were conceivable that Russia
would give up her dreams nnd turn her
back upon the vision of the spires of Stam¬
boul, what of Britain? For her German
supremacy at Constantinople would mean
an Immediate menace to Egypt and an

uPimate peril to India. It would mean

that Germany would possess tho capital
of Islam and would he able to turn to her
advantage the religious fanaticism of
millions of British native subjects.
Great Britain has before made war and

threatened war because she has believed
that the safety of the empire would l»e
imperilled if a hostile nation, one of the
great powers, replaced the Turk at Con¬

stantinople. Germany has proclaimed her
march to the East as an advance upon
Egypt and India; she has announced thst
it isa sword thrust at the» heart of the
British Empire, and the facts bear out
the threat. Therefore, Britain cannot rest
so long as there are left to her men and

ships and money, nnd these remote«
Peace between France ar.l Germany, be¬

tween Italy and Austria, is now possible.
Germany has failed to destroy France,
and there is no longer any hope of reach¬
ing Paris or the Channel. The evacuation
of Belgium, even a readitistment of the
boundary of Lorraine- the benefit being
with the French.are not unthinkable. A
free Poland and a mutual sacrifice in the
East are «.>neelvanle. Russia may be so

ladly beaten that she will resign her claim
to defend Serbia nnd dominate Bulgaria.
But there is not the smallest reason to
believe that Great Britain is ready to
s'irrender the key of her empire to her
German opponent, and no present peace
is conceivable that does not concede to the
Austro-German alliance supremacy in the
Balkans and domination at the Golden
Horn.

Peace Impo»»lble.
The real reason why peace will not

come now, can not come now, will be
found, I believe, in the fact that Great
Rritain has everything to lose by any
peace that could be made on the basis of

existing conditions and no proportionate
loss to fear from a continued strife. Her
armies have begun to arrive. Her losses
are insignificant compared with Ger¬
many's. Her fleet is supreme. Her al¬
lies, particularly France, are still ready to

go forward.
It is the Napoleonic episode over again

and Britain is playing the part that ruined
Napoleon. She is better placed for allies
than before, for France is far and away-a
greater ally than any she had in the
earlier conflict. Peace cannot be made
Until Iaondon wills it, and London is aa

far from willing peace now as It waa

from wishing war in the last days of

July, 1914.
Peace is impossible because Germany

will not surrender her ambition to obtain
a place in the sun. She is probably pre¬

pared to evacuate Belgium and France;

she has at certain times during the war

indicated a willingness to make slight
concessions to France in German Lor¬

raine Even the Russian situation might
be settled, for Germany might be willing '

to retire to her old frontiers if Russia
consented to retire from the Balkans; but

she has nothing to give England, noth¬

ing to restore to England; no hold
of any kind upon British territory,
and Great Britain believes that the safety
of the empire will not be assured until
Austro-Gcman rule ends, not at Suez,
not at the Dardanelles, but at the Danube.

Germany Will Make Offers.

Germany will, I believe, make peace
offers soon; make terms that will be lib¬
eral, in view of the present, if not the
prospective, military situation; but they
will be rejected by an alliance which will
derive its chief driving power from Brit¬
ish firmness, joined, it should be added, to
a French willingness to make any sacrifice
to end the German nightmare, which has
endured since 1871. But if the British
were willing to consider peace, neither
France nor Russia would have any choice.
Bernhardi said that for Germany *'the

next war" would mean "world power or

downfall." The "world power" is not yet
attainable, after great triumphs and
colossal losses. The "downfall," that is,
the end of the German dream of s plsce In
the sun, supremscy in Europe, is not yet
realized. Peace is possible only if the
dream is realized or resigned. The only
other peace is a peace of exhaustion, and
this is still outside all present calculation.
Another year may bring a different mood.


